Doc,  2844 


RESTRICTED 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED  STATES  aRMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
OFFICE  OF  TH3  THEATER  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
.'AH  CRIMES  BRANCH 


APO  500 
12  September  1345 


AG  000.5  (12  Sep  45)JA 

SUBJECT:  Report  of  '.;ar  Crimes  Breach  on  Atrocities. 

TO:  The  Judge  Advocate  General 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


II.  SUMMARY  OF  EVIDENCE: 

Briefly  summarized,  the  avld.inoe  adduced  by  the  Investigator- 
Examiners  Is  to  the  effect  that: 

On  9  February  1945  American  troops  wore  closing  In  on  Manila 
and  the  bombing  end  shelling  were  continuous.  Fires  had  broken  cut, 
water  and  fond  had  become  extrenoly  difficult  to  obtain,  and  safe  shelter 
was  sought  by  countless  numbers  of  refugees  throughout  the  city  (R  1,  5, 
29).  During  the  afternoon  of  9  February  and  Into  tho  evening  Japanese 
patrols  scoured  tho  Emita  District,  routing  from  th*ir  hones  and  places 
of  business  everyone  in  that  aroa  and  bringing  then  to  Plaza  Ferguson 
(Ex.  C,  D;  R  15).  These  poople  were  told  that  because  of  tho  bombs  and 
shollfire  it  was  tho  dosire  of  the  Japanese  to  assemble  them  in  protected 
areas  and  since  tho  statement  seemed  rtasonablo  under  the  circumstances, 
most  of  the  civilians  wont  voluntarily  (R  79,  282). 

By  approximately  1700  hours  soma  2,000  mon,  women  and  childron, 
all  civilians  and  of  mixed  nationalities,  had  been  brought  to  tho  Plaza 
pud  at  that  time  a  Jappnoce  of floor  who  apooarod  to  bo  in  charge  camo 
and  ordered  thAt  the  mon  and  older  male  children  be  soparatod  from  the 
womon  and  children  (R  1-6,  204).  Tho  men  were  taken  to  the  Manila  He.  tel 
and  tho  womon  and  childron  to  tho  Bay  View  Hotel,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  group  of  approximately  twenty  girls  who  were  taken  to  a  nearby 
restaurant  called  "The  Coffee  Pot",  a  lounge  or  club  for  Jap.-neeo  officers 
and  enlisted  mon.  Those  in  this  group  were  given  food  and  liquor  and 
from  there  they  wont  to  the  Bay  Viow  Eotol  where  they  wore  put  on  one  of 
the  upper  floors  (R  80,  81,  129).  Tho  romalndor  of  tho  captives  r.ppoar 
to  havo  been  kept  on  the  lower  floors  of  the  hotel  (R  287). 

Betweon  the  hours  of  1800  and  0430  the  following  morning  the 
Japanese  removed  any  doubt  they  might  havo  had  as  to  tho  "protection" 
vhich  thoy  were  to  receive.  In  twos  and  throes,  onlistad  men  end 
officers  camo  to  the  varlouo  rooms  in  which  those  women  had  been  quartered, 
selected  those  they  wished  by  the  light  of  cand.es  and  flashlights,  took 
them  to  other  rooms  and  raped  thorn  (R  70-76,  111,  133). 

Similar  scones  wore  onactod  at  tho  nearby  Boulevard  Alhambra 
and  Miramar  Apartments  whero  the  Filipino  women  in  the  group  were  taken 
during  the  following  day.  Throughout  the  nights  of  confinement  in  all 
three  placoe  young  girls  were  foicod,  sono  at  bayonet  point,  to  go  with 
those  Japanese  for  their  pleasures  (R  53,  70,  235,  515,  653). 


The  reason  for  this  segregation  was  glvon  early  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  10  February  when  one  of  the  womon  inquired  of  an  officer  ae  to 
the  reason  the  Filipinos  wore  leaving  tho  hotol.  Bolioving  hor  to  be 

whito,  he  answered  "Wo  hate  whito  women .  Thoro  are  orders  that  we 

are  to  kill  all  cf  you,  but  wo  are  waiting  because  wo  nay  decide  to  use 
all  of  the  white  women  p.s  our  frontline  to  keep  the  Americans  from 
coming  in  on  us"  (R  528). 
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Only  seven  of  the  victims  would  admit  Irwins  beon  rapea 
(R  73,  113,  132,  150,  651,  731,  743),  although  tho  proof  is  clear  that 
p.t  loftst  forty  wore  violated*  the  same  hoing  indicated  by  thoir  return 
to  thoir  rooms  in  nervous  condition  with  hair  and  dress  disarranged  an 
frequently  with  blood  showing  upon  thoir  garments.  Thirty  six  otate 
that  attempts  were  made  to  rape  then  and  the  evidence  indicates  that, 
notwithstanding  their  denial  of  tho  accomplishment  of  the  act,  these 
attacks  camo  suspiciously  closo  to  fruition  (R  82,  84,  130,  174,  255, 

397,  675). 

This  treatment  continuod  for  varying  poriode,  the  oorsons 
confined  at  the  Bay  View  Hotel  being  released  or  escaping  <'n  12  February 
1946  and  those  at  the  Boulevard  Alhambra  and  Miramar  Apartments  being 
released  or  escaping  on. 13  February,  all  of  which  reloasos,  with  some 
exceptions  to  bo  commented  upon  later,  were  necessitated  by  bombing 
and  shelling  and  resultant  fire  (R  25,  586). 

During  those  three  days,  tho  following  incidents  exemplify 
the  torrorlstic  debauchery  that  took  places 

In  one  night,  a  twenty-four  year  old  Filipino  woman  was 
raped  betwoen  twelve' and  fifteen  timos.  Notwithstanding  that  she  bocame 
so  dased  and  weak  after  the  first  few  attacks  that  she  foil  to  the  floor 
half-conscious,  Jppaneso  continued  until  0400  to  enter  tho  room  and  drag 
her  away  for  further  raviBhmont  (R  134). 

One  Japanese,  in  a  spirit  of  drunken  braggadocio,  showod  the 
shartmose  of  his  bayonet  by  ripping  a  girl's  skirt  open  from  itB  bottom 
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At  the  Miramar 
•»lrl  to  his  room,  asked  h 
that  Bhe  marry  him.  Thir 
no  good  and  sent  her  hack  to  the  Bay  View 

No  such  incidents  so>im  to  have 
though  thirst  and  hunger  kept  those  \ 
second  day,  ono  group  wore  brought  a 

tially  spilled  on  the  -  — 

wore  eagerly  licked  off  the  floor, 
supplemented  by  water  from  the  toilets, 
biscuits  (which  wore  thrown  on  th- 
vitamin  pills.  This  wp.b  to  sorve  fifty 
group,  twelve  in  numbor,  reeoivod  a  pail  of  water, 
kettle  of  hot  tea,  some  sugar  and  some  vitamin  pixls 
were  some  tennis  shoos.  Except  for  the  molestations 


sho  also  rofused,  whoroupon  ho  told  ner  sne  we. 
Hotel  (R  588,  591). 

_  occurred  d'lring  the  daytime,  al- 

vlctias  in  acute  dieconfort.  On  the 
k pail  of  dirty  water  which  was  par- 
floor  in  their  ha.ote  to  drink.  Such  spilled  drops 
Tho  drinking  water  supply  was  also 
and  for  food  they  received  a  few 
tho  floor),  a  snail  can  of  fish  and  some 
people  (R  335,  237).  Ancthor 

a  box  of  crackers,  a 
.  Also  given  to  them 
,  these  women  felt  th< 
it  was  because  one  of 

lously  fallon  in  love  with  a  rtirl  i» 

(T 23-25).  Old  biscuits  and  salty  water  wore  tho  lot  of  a  less  .ortunr. 

party  of  twenty  (R  57). 

In  the  main  dining  roon  on  the  first  floor  of  the  hotei,  two  o 
three  ladies  of  tho  Rod  Croos  sot  up  an  aid  station  for  the  e  c  ^ 
wounded  on  10  February  and  during  the  afternoon  of  tha  .  fr0B 

hundred  to  two  hundred  fifty  women  and  chilaron  wore  ^cu^htth  rom^ 
the  rooms  upstairs  (R  21,  76,  56l).  This  refuge ™  o5ly 

ever,  during  the  following  ni^hto  of  eeptivi  y,  g  ,  fdnow 

fair  An  from  the  dining  room  but  some  woro  raped  there  among 
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